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W Re: In the Matter of: & =
:;; Betty Sutton for Congress, OH Women Vote!, a project of Emily’s List,
Emily’s List and Betty Sutton
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o Dear Federal Election Commission:

Complainant: Thomas C. Sawyer

Enclosed please find one Original Complaint and three additional copies | am filing on
behalf of my client, Thomas C. Sawyer, regarding the above-referenced matter. Please
time-stamp the fourth additional copy and return it to me in the self-addressed stamped

envelope. .

Please call me with any concerns.

~ Thank you.

Enclosures

cc: Thomas C. Sawyer
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

Betty Sutton for Congress
1700 West Market Street, #155
Akron, Ohio 44312

MUR No. 57%3’

COMPLAINT

And

OH Women Vote! a project of Emily’s List
1700 West Market Street, #147
Akron, Ohio 44312

And
Betty Sutton
Chardon, Ohio 44024 -
g€ S
And = =
= ghzoh
Emily’s List : Ny S¥2TMm
1120 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 1100 f_~“_»;‘;§]
Washington, D.C. 20036 U T&H220
- E g
COMPLAINANT: 2

Thomas C. Sawyer

Nrt” s’ N’ Nas” s Ne” s s s s s i ot st i st st it it i “uit s st ot “out “ugs “wat st “met

Akron, Ohio 44310

INTRODUCTION

Betty Sutton is a candidate for Congress in the Ohio 13" District. She lists her address
for the FEC as Chardon, Ohio, in Geauga County. Her campaign address is a UPS box
at a store front located at 1700 West Market Street in Akron Ohio, 60 miles away. |
believe she is violating election laws and being illegally assisted by the very special
interests she claims to oppose.

In this case, an unregistered organization called OH Women Vote!, which is a front for
an out-of-state special interest group, is assisting Sutton, | believe illegally, in direct
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violation of federal campaign finance laws. OH Women Vote! has financed at least eight
pieces of express advocacy mail for Sutton. The organization does not appear to be
registered as a state or federal PAC, or a 527, or in any other capacity, yet it appears to
be spending tens of thousands of dollars illegally, by coordinating such expenditures
directly with Sutton. Its mail address is at the same address as Sutton’s campaign
address sixty miles from her home at a small UPS store in Akron, Ohio. Each mailing
uses posed and family photographs and data that could only have been obtained
directly and illegally in coordination with Sutton and her campaign. It is a project of
Emily’s List, which has raised substantial funds for Sutton. '

Based on these circumstances and others, | believe that Sutton, her campaign and OH
Women Vote! have violated campaign finance laws by illegally coordinating these
mailings. OH Women Vote! should be immediately required to cease and desist from all
electioneering until it can prove its independence from Betty Sutton and her campaign. |
further believe that Betty Sutton and her campaign should demonstrate that she is not
illegally providing materials or coordinating activities with OH Women Vote!

Below | will first set out the factual allegations and then more specmcally identify the
election law violations | believe have occurred.
FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS
1. Complainant is a federal candidate for the Thirteenth Congressional District, Ohio

whose principal campaign committee is the Tom Sawyer Committee. Itis
registered with the FEC.

2. Respondent, Betty Sutton for Congress, is the principal campaign committee for
the election of Betty Sutton. It is registered as such with the FEC.0

3. Respondent, OH Women Vote!, a purported “project” of Emily’s List is an
unregistered organization that has failed to register with the FEC.

4. Respondent, Betty Sutton is a candidate for Congress residing in Chardon, Ohio.

5. Respondent, Emily’s List is an unauthorized qualified non-party committee
registered with the FEC.

6. In the last two weeks, OH Women Vote!, a purported “project” of Emily’s List, has
distributed by mail at least eight different types of mailings expressly advocating
the election of Betty Sutton with the following statement: “Paid for by OH Women
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Vote!, a project of Emily’s List, www.Emilyslist org and not authorized by any
candidate or candidate’s committee. 1700 West Market Street #147, Akron, Ohio
44312-7002.” (see attached Exhibit “A”).

VIOLATIONS OF LAW
Unlawful Coordinated and Unreported Contributions
Unlawful Independent Expenditures

7. OH Women Vote! mailings are coordinated communications within the meaning
of 11 CFR 109.21 as they meet the three part test set forth in 109.21(a).

8. First, the eight mailings were paid for by a person other than the candidate, or
the candidate’s authorized committee, or a political party committee, or agent of
any of the above. These mailings were paid for by OH Women Vote!

9. Second, the eight mailings meet at least one of the content standards contained
in section 109.21(c) of the regulations as the mailings are public communication
that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate for
federal office. Each piece asks to “Vote For” Sutton and not to vote for me, both
federal candidates.

10.Third, the mailings meet the conduct standards as set forth in 109.21(d) of the
regulations in that each mailing reflects that there was request or suggestion,
material involvement, or substantial discussion between Betty Sutton, Betty
Sutton for Congress, and OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List.

11.Both the Betty Sutton for Congress Committee and OH Women Vote! share the
identical address at 1700 West Market Street, Akron, Ohio, a mail drop at a UPS
store some sixty miles from the home of Betty Sutton. Each mailing of OH
Women Vote! lists its address as being the identical address to the Betty Sutton
for Congress Committee registered with the FEC.

12.Emily’s List, which purports to have the “project” called OH Women Vote!, has
been actively targeting Sutton’s race and has specifically listed Betty Sutton and
Betty Sutton for Congress prominently, upon the face of its website, providing
biographical information about Betty Sutton, further, demonstrating the
substantial discussions and coordinating conduct between Betty Sutton, Betty
Sutton for Congress, and OH Women Vote!/Emily’s List and/or their agents.
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13.The poséd and family photographs and data in each mailing could only have
been obtained directly and illegally in coordination with Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton
for Congress, and OH Women Vote!/Emily's List.

14.The official Betty Sutton for Congress website, bearing the address
www.bettysutton.campaignoffice.com, contains an unusual set of ten web pages
termed a “photo gallery” that contain a variety of very high resolution
photographs of Betty Sutton that are suitable for very high quality reproduction,
many of which appear in the literature of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List.

15.Exhibit B is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and another woman with long dark
hair.

16. Exhibit C is a copy of page 10 of the high resolution “photo galiery” of the official
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and the
same woman with long hair contained on Exhibit B. Upon careful review, while
very similar, the photographs on Exhibit B and Exhibit C are actually different.
The photograph contained in Exhibit B could only have been obtained through
the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for Congress, OH
Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR 109.21(d)(2) and as an
illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign expenditure.

17.Exhibit D is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and a senior male at a table.

18. Exhibit E is a copy of page 9 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and a
senior male at a table contained on Exhibit E. Upon careful review, while very
similar, the photographs on Exhibit D and Exhibit E are actually different. Betty
Sutton for Congress website does include the same photographic image
contained in Exhibit D on each page of the website along with three other images
and know as an “image bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality
to have been used to produce the image contained in Exhibit D of OH Women
Vote! and/or Emily’s List. The photograph contained in Exhibit D could only have
been obtained through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton
for Congress, OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR
109.21(d)(2) and as an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign
expenditure.
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19.

20.

21.

Exhibit G is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton in a blue sweater.

Exhibit H is a copy of page 10 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official
Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton in blue
sweater. Upon careful review, while very similar, the photographs on Exhibit G
and Exhibit H are actually different photographs. Betty Sutton for Congress
website does include the same photographic image contained in Exhibit G on
each page of the website along with three other images and know as an “image
bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality to have been used to
produce the image contained in Exhibit G of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s
List. The photograph contained in Exhibit F could only have been obtained
through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for Congress,
OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR 109.21(d)(2) and as
an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign expenditure.

Exhibit I is a copy of one of the mailings of OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List
and includes a photograph of Betty Sutton and a number of children.

22.Exhibit J is a copy of page 20 of the high resolution “photo gallery” of the official

Betty Sutton for Congress website and contains a picture of Betty Sutton and the
same children contained on Exhibit I. Upon careful review, while very similar, the
photographs on Exhibit | and Exhibit J are actually different. Betty Sutton for
Congress website does include the same photographic image contained in
Exhibit | on each page of the website along with three other images and know as
an “image bar” Exhibit F, but is not of sufficient photographic quality to have been
used to produce the image contained in Exhibit | of OH Women Vote! and/or
Emily’s List. The photograph contained in Exhibit | could only have been
obtained through the “material involvement” of Betty Sutton, Betty Sutton for
Congress, OH Women Vote! and/or Emily’s List in violation of 11 CFR
109.21(d)(2) and as an illegally coordinated and unlawful independent campaign
expenditure.

CONCLUSION

For all of the above reasons; | respectfully urge the Commission to believe that Betty
Sutton for Congress, Betty Sutton and OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List have
violated FECA, to open an investigation into the conduct, and then to find probable
cause to believe that the violations of FECA have occurred
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Respectfully submitted,

Thomas C. Sawyer
Complainant

VERIFICATION

The complainant hereby verifies that the statements made in the attached complaint
are, upon information and belief, true.

Thomas C. Sawyer

v

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this Z’) day of April, 2006.

Nota blfc{
My Lommission Expires

o BB L o JEFFREY J. € . ...
Attorney A .2«
NOTARY P .-£0IC
STATE OF GHIO
My Commission
Has &' . - >~ Date

Secticn "0
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EXHIBIT A

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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W@ﬁ% Sutton saw firsthand how devastating a long-term
iliness can be on a family. During her first year of law school,
Betty’s father fell ill with lung cancer. S

For Betiy, her mother and her five brothers and
sisters, the experience was one they would never
forget. And it strengthened Betty’s commitment
to public service that had been so important to

her dad and mom.




As a State an—-.ouosgﬂe@ Betty Sutton knew one thing she could do was fight
ne make sure —Ezo:mm ms% mmﬂm_q families received the care they deserved.

r

eﬂg% s wihy State Representative Betty Sutton %@5@@%@
o %@.ﬁ@% Protection Bill to hold fnsurance companies %@%@ Isiifipie

g@% delay treatment ﬁ@@@%@m by a patient’s %@5@%
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healith firsts”She’ll work to allowy, the re-importation of more affordable n_ﬁmn:c:e%
from Canaga m:a push to fix H:m dﬂ mo_ xm_o:_o__nm: _,\_mg_nmqm Prescription 30@33.
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She’s honestly different because she’s ready to stand up
to the corporate special interests and fight for working families.

Betty Suttom has had enough of scandals in Ohio and Washington, DC
and knows the corrupting influence of corporate special interest money is a
big part of the problem.

That's why Betty is running for Congress. She will stand up for
what's right, take on the big-money corporate interests and
continue to be a champion for good govermment for Ohfe's
working famifies. '

As our next Congresswoman, Betly Sutton is ready to revamp
flawed trade policies, like NAFTA, that have shipped thousands
of Ohio jobs dverseas.

On May 2™, vote for
. Demoerat Betly Sutton for Congress.

3




= T YV Y T Y N Y I N I XY XX rxryYxryrxrryxxy)



L
s 200Z-€LE¥¥ HO ‘uony
ZEST-1ZEYY HO A31d0OD " ;
135440 83M JOIAUTS Ly L # IS IDHEN "M 00£1
aivd QNOWHOIY d3HLY3H ? 13INvVa .
JOV1SOd'S i HO0De O T Desnnnsorass  BEGEE 39)J1LWo9 S,3)epIpuea J0 3jepipued Aue Aq pazuoyine jou pue
QHVANVLS 03.1H0S3kd ‘BaoIsisAuammm st S ATINT Jo 108l0:d e ‘j8j0A uawopm HO Aq 10j pieg

A3399

: ‘uejd uopdissald died)pay ue)jgndoy)
P popiey Yyl x| pue sejuedwos Bnup Bjg syl uo 3ve] 03 Apeas s) uomg Aujeyg ‘ssolbucsy-uy

‘ssa4Bu0y 0y UoINg IRIICUDQE SO) DIOA ‘7 Koy U

- ‘15414 8|doad [eas Ind pue sonijod Jo 1no Asuow 3sai33ul [eads 3196 0) WO [eal 10y
© by (v uoyaing A1iag ‘9snoH 18IS ay3 Ul pip ays 31| 3sn[ uled jeas e aq ||,ays ‘sisasaiul [epads sjesodiod ayy pue
$351Ago} 0} Ing *sH|0) Bupjiom 10y 193yl SSUSSUCU-OU B—p3I3P.I0 10300 U3 Jeym Isnf s| uopang Arieg

»

sapiuny Buryiom 10y 1yby pup sysasayul jppads sp010diod .
@ ay3 o1 dn pupjs 03 Appai s,3ys aSNDI3q RuBsBYN ARsauDY S 20

4

- cssaibuoy Joy uojing A1159 JLIIOWS] 4

b

llE: e

[

K
i

=

i . ; ! . P
4 - - & N, "
L s b i 4 . . T 3 " . - fre _ My w s >

‘e e - e R LR ~ - e e T A




CEGT-TCE Y HO NOWIY

QNOWHOI ¥3HLY3H *? T13INvd

€251 Nwdd
HO ‘puepasd
aivd
abesod s’N
P3S Usid

o=
TO0L-ELEVY HO ‘uonjy
LbL # “3S IR "M 00ZL

‘38)}1WWo S,3)epipues Jo
ajepipued fue Aq pazuoyjne Jou pue
.ms.um__g__:_u.;;; 1817 SN 40
108(04d e "ja]0p uawopm HO Aq Joj pied




ey

I X
iy
ERRE,

‘suopjezjuebio jeuoissajosd
pue Joqe| JOYI0 SZ ULy} I0W pue SIIRIOM[IILS Pajjun Y3 ‘sso3ybid a414 ay3
‘uopaer0ssy uopIEINP3 uoayy 3y} jo Moddns ay) paued sey wiepyng Aty AYm eyl

| 'seastano sqol oy paddiys
: aAey jeyl VAI4VN 2¥f sjeap apes) pamejy dweaas 03 by M worng Ly puy A

‘sajjjwiey 419Y3 pue sjudjyed 10j suojdajold 13313q 405 ysnd |Im uoing Arisg A

‘uejd aaedipapy uedjjqnday pajes ay3 X1} 03 Apeaa sy sionpng Aog A

23 din-oWem el 8 SIsIAGOO) AISuy [P

o

fonzacd

o

spsoseyul jersads eyesodaos sy ol oy Lpred si woyng A139g n

[+

‘sagjiwieg Buppiom a0j saybu ssajdasjs jo 30| e Jueaws daey




Paid for by OH Women Vote!, a project
of EMILY's List, www.emilyslist.org,
and not authorized by any candidate
or candidate's committee.




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sumame / Nom / Apellidos

SAWYER

Given names / Prénoms / Nombres

THOMAS

Sex / Sexe / Sexo Authonty / Autorité / Autoridad
M WASHINGTON, DC

PLUSASAUYERSKTHOMAS<CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLKLKL
123456 79000USAL2IH5E<<C<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLKL DL
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Washington lobbyists were Tom Sawyer’s
passport to more than 22 trips across the Globe.

"The most frequent traveler among
the Ohio Delegation was Sawyer."

. Associated Press, 6/14/01

When Tom Sawyer was a Congressman, he jetted
around the globe on at least two dozen trips paid
for by special interests that cost more than $88,000.

Tom Sawyer traveled thousands of miles on the
special interests’ dime, but Sawyer wouldn’t go the -
extra mile to protect Ohio workers from NAFTA.
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Tom Sawyer voted for NAFTA and special trading
status — deals that shipped thousands of
good-paying Ohio jobs overseas.

On May 2v, let’s cancel
 Tom Sawyer’s return trip
to Washington.
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(Source: Clerk of the House of Representatives, Member/Officer Travel Disclosure Forms)
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Betty Sutton knows it's time to ground
all Congressional junkets and tell
the special interests the old way of
doing business won't fly anymore.

Surname / Nom / Apellidos

SUTTON

Given names / Prénoms / Nombres

BETTY

Sex / Sexe / Sexo Place of birth / Lieu de naissance / Lugar de nacimiento
F BARBERTON, OHIO
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EXHIBIT B

Before the Federal Elections Commiss:-. i1

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT C

Before the Federal Elections Commission -

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT D

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And .

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List



| Retty Sutton saw firsthand how devastating a long-term

iliness can be on a family. During her first year of law school,
.+ Betty’s father fell ill with lung cancer. . N S

Satty, her mother and her five brothers and
sisters, the experience was one ﬁ:m_v\ would never __
forget. And it strengthened Betty’s commitment " K
to public service that had been so important to

her dad and mom.

Betty Sutton and her
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EXHIBIT E

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT F

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton:
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT G

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT H

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And .

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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EXHIBIT I

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List



Betty Sutton i< an honesily o
Betty Sutton refused to accept gifts

to cast the only vote against a scheme to use state funds to build a parking garage for a _

Columbus-based retail giant.

ncile
eyl

!

In the State House, ._
and perks from lobbyists. She even had the courage

5. Betty Sutton vui
mevanies. She will support plans to allow the

Chirgioy

re-importation of safe, affordable prescription.drugs
from Canada and fix the failed Republican Medicare
Prescription program.
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EXHIBIT J

Before the Federal Elections Commission

In the Matter of :

Betty Sutton for Congress
And

OH Women Vote! A project of Emily’s List
And

Betty Sutton
And

Emily’s List
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